Family #1: Rosa Morales and her two children live on a small plot of land in Zacatecas, Mexico.  Rosa’s husband lives in Los Angeles, California, where he works (illegally) as a gardener for wealthy families.  He left Mexico three years ago, when he could no longer make a living from farming, given the impossibility of competing with heavily-subsidized U.S. corn.  He lives with three other migrants from his hometown, and he sends $500 every month back to Rosa and the children.  In addition to this, Rosa supplements her family’s income by producing vegetables for home consumption and sale in town, and by cleaning the houses of two wealthier families who live on large farms near her home.  Her expenses include bus transportation to the market, school fees and supplies for the children, additional food and household goods that she must purchase, and fees associated with use of the town’s telephone (to talk to her husband) and money transfer.  The price that Rosa gets for the food she sells has declined by more than 50%, as she is forced to compete with the cheaper produce that comes in from the U.S., but, with her husband’s earning, the Morales family is able to meet all of their basic needs.


Week 1: Rosa receives an urgent phone call from her husband’s roommate one Thursday evening.  Mr. Morales was seriously injured when the truck in which he was riding to work early in the morning went off the road when his coworker fell asleep.  He is currently in ICU in a hospital in Los Angeles—he has a serious head injury, two broken legs, and internal bleeding.  Rosa’s first thought, of course, is to go to be with her husband, but she cannot afford the smuggling fee, is afraid of the drug trafficking gangs and Border Patrol, and does not want to leave her children unattended.  All she can do is to wait for more news.  In the meantime, without the $125 her husband usually sends each week, Rosa does not have enough money to buy everything she needs this week at the market.  Some of her neighbors, worried about her husband, loan her the money to buy what she needs.


Week 3: Mr. Morales’ health has improved, and the doctors are encouraged that he will ultimately make a full recovery.  He is still in the hospital, and, because he does not have any health insurance (and the driver of the truck was unlicensed and uninsured, as well), he is accruing medical bills of more than $8,000 per day.  He is very anxious about his family’s future, also, because the doctors estimate that he will need at least two months for his injuries to heal before he can go back to work.  He is also unsure if he will ever be able to work as a gardener again, a job which requires him to bend and lift and walk almost constantly.  Still, Rosa is so relieved that he will survive, and they vow to make it work together.  With Mr. Morales unable to earn any income, Rosa and the children’s financial situation has grown more perilous.  She and her daughter have taken in washing for a couple of wealthier families, and they also make food to sell on market days.  Rosa found one more house to clean, as well.  The extra work, however, has forced her daughter (age 12) to miss many days of school, and they have discussed withdrawing her altogether.  Rosa’s son (14) wants to go to the U.S. to find a job and help his father, but Rosa is adamant that the trip is much too dangerous for him (Mr. Morales had to try three times before he ultimately made it).  With friends and neighbors no longer able to help, Rosa has had to turn to a local moneylender, who charges her 30% interest.  She doesn’t know how she will pay it back.


Week 6: Rosa is desperate.  She has pulled both of her children out of school because she cannot afford the fees.  She is keeping the moneylender at bay only by borrowing more money from others and by selling almost all the food she produces at home.  She and the children are hungry, and her husband is still in the hospital, his broken leg having required significant rehabilitation, and his head injury continuing to plague his memory and coordination.  The doctors plan to release him in two weeks if all continues to improve, but he will not be able to return to work for at least a month after that.  He is also unsure where he will live; his old apartment is up three flights of stairs, and he will not be able to climb them.  He has no one to care for him in Los Angeles, but he has no way of affording a trip back to Mexico, either.  When Rosa and her daughter are at the market on Saturday, they talk with a woman whose daughter and her family are all in Piedras Negras, Mexico working for a Korean-owned company.  She thinks that they stitch steering wheel covers.  She suggests that Rosa go there also; she’s sure that they could get jobs—she gives Rosa the contact information.  Rosa talks with her husband, who is doubtful.  He doesn’t want Rosa and the children to live in a large city; he has heard that there are big problems with crime along the border, and he’s sure that things will be okay when he can just work again.  Rosa’s son, though, is harassed by the moneylenders on his way home from tending a neighbor’s farm plot, and Rosa has had enough.  She packs up the family’s meager possessions and uses the last of the money they had borrowed to buy bus tickets to the border.  She feels horrible about owing her friends money, but she is hopeful that she’ll pay it all back once she gets a good factory job.


Week 7: Things in Piedras Negras are bad.  Several of the companies have closed and moved to China, and those that are still operating have reduced shifts due to decreased demand (particularly for auto parts and electronics).  After more than a week in the city, Rosa still has not found a job.  The family is basically homeless, having spent one night with the family of the woman from the market.  Rosa’s son has found a little bit of work doing manual labor, but he has mostly been paid in food for himself.  Rosa’s husband is out of the hospital and staying with some other friends in an apartment.  They are not asking him to pay anything in rent, but he has little food and is still in a lot of pain.  He also has more than $300,000 in medical bills.  Even more desperate than before, Rosa finally agrees to her daughter’s request to apply for jobs in some of the maquilas herself—they have heard that young girls are often preferred.  Presenting herself as 16, she finds work as a seamstress in a factory creating handbags.  She makes 85 pesos (about $8) per day, quite a bit more than the minimum wage (52.59 pesos/day in 2008).  Hours have been cut back, but she usually makes 425 pesos/week (~$40).  Rosa finds some informal employment reselling products that she buys in bulk, but she usually loses more than she earns.  Her son fares only a little bit better, bringing in about 50 pesos a week from his informal labor.


Week 9: The Morales family has settled into a ‘new normal’ in Piedras Negras.  They found a place to live (a ‘house’ largely constructed of cardboard and sheet metal).  They share the house with one of Rosa’s daughter’s coworkers, a 17-year-old girl who came to the city alone last month.  The two girls walk to and from work together (they would like to take the bus, because it’s much safer, and because it takes them over an hour to walk each way, but they can’t afford it), and the girl also contributes 800 pesos/month to the family’s income, in addition to sending money to her family in Mexico’s interior.  Altogether, then, the Morales family has about 2850 peso/month in income (~$270).  From this, they must spend:

	Rent
	800 pesos
	

	Propane gas
	300 pesos
	

	Water
	125 pesos
	

	Electricity
	500 pesos
	

	Total mandatory expenses
	1725 pesos
	



When Rosa does the family’s food shopping (she misses her garden plot very much, because at least then they almost always had something to eat), these are the prices she encounters.  How should Rosa spend the family’s 1125 pesos/month on food?

		[bookmark: #indispensables]Product
	Quantity
	Unit
Price
	Total
$ Pesos

	Milk
	1 gallon 
	38.00
	38.00

	Rice
	1 kilo 
	6.95
	6.95

	Corn Starch 
	7 envelopes 
	3.90
	27.3

	Instant Coffee
	200 grms.
	44.90
	44.90

	Beans
	2 kilos 
	9.95
	19.90

	Soup
	7 envelopes 
	3.79
	26.53

	Eggs
	2 dozens 
	12.90
	25.80

	Chicken Bouillon 
	8 boullions 
	7.50
	7.50

	Flour
	4 kilos 
	7.00
	28.00

	Sugar
	2 kilos 
	14.00
	28.00

	Oil
	3 litros 
	8.90
	26.70

	Vegetable Oil 
	1 kilo 
	11.95
	11.95

	White Potatoes 
	1 kilo 
	8.90
	8.90

	Tomatoes
	3 kilos 
	16.90
	50.70

	Chicken Legs & Thighs
	2 kilos 
	13.50
	27.00

	Chilies
	1 can 
	15.90
	15.90

	Onions
	1 kilo 
	7.90
	7.90

	Detergent
	1 kilo 
	13.80
	13.80

	Soap
	1 bar 
	4.60
	4.60

	Toilet Paper 
	1 roll 
	3.50
	3.50

	Sliced Bread 
	1 loaf 
	13.50
	15.50

	Salt
	20 grms.
	2.20
	2.20

	Shampoo
	1/2 liter
	12.90
	12.90

	Oranges
	2 kilos
	7.90
	15.80

	Bananas
	2 kilos
	4.90
	9.80

	Lemons
	1/2 kilo
	3.95
	3.95

	Corn Tortillas 
	14 kilos
	5.50
	77.00

	Cleaning Solution 
	1/2 litro
	5.30
	5.30

	Dental Paste 
	1/2 tube
	11.90
	11.90




	Ham
	1 kilo 
	31.20
	31.20

	Ground Meat 
	1 kilo 
	35.90
	35.90

	Cereal
	1/2 kilo 
	20.90
	20.90

	Apples
	1 kilo 
	14.90
	14.90

	Lettuce
	2 heads 
	6.90
	13.80

	Avocado
	1 kilo 
	19.90
	19.90

	Carrots
	1 kilo 
	7.90
	7.90

	White Cheese 
	1/2 kilo 
	26.00
	26.00



[bookmark: #ideal]
Week 10: Rosa and her daughter wake up one morning to find that their son/brother is gone.  He left a note, that he has left for California and will send them word and money when he arrives.  He has also taken the family’s money for that month, almost 1700 pesos, as a down payment for the smugglers who will help him get across the border.  He promises that he’ll pay it back soon.  Rosa is highly distraught—not only is she worried about her son’s safety, but now she has no way to pay the rent or utilities, or to buy any food.  After her experience with moneylenders back home, Rosa refuses to borrow money.  Instead, the water and electricity are shut off.  She sells the few possessions she brought with them from home, and then, with her daughter so hungry that she faints on the way to work one day, Rosa engages in prostitution to earn the money they need to buy food.  Days pass with no word from her son.  Rosa’s husband is able to walk again now, and he is back looking for work.  Unable to get his old job back, though, he works as a day laborer.  He is mentally and physically slow from his injuries, though, and the anti-immigrant pressure and economic downturn discourage people from hiring migrant laborers anyway.  He seldom finds work, and he can never afford to send money to Rosa and her daughter.


Week 11: Finally Rosa hears from her son.  He made it safely to Los Angeles and is reunited with his father.  He had to make seven attempts to cross, though, and he owes $4000 to the smugglers, so it will be awhile before he can send any money to Rosa, who is now, unbeknownst to her daughter or her husband (who think that she found work at a factory) regularly working as a prostitute.  In the past week, Rosa has thought more about going to the U.S. too, but her son’s stories, especially of the young women raped and harassed, make her reconsider.  She is sacrificing everything to save her daughter from that fate.  With Rosa’s income, the family is now bringing in 4000 pesos/month.  She insists that the girls take the bus, at 800 pesos/month.  How should Rosa spend the rest of her money?


Week 12: Things have finally ‘stabilized’ for the Morales family, so to speak.  Rosa’s son found a job with his father’s former employer, and he is now able to support himself and Rosa’s father (who still only works sporadically), and still pay $100 towards his father’s hospital bills (on the payment plan they set up with the hospital), and send $100 each month to Rosa and her daughter.  Rosa’s daughter received a slight raise at the factory and now earns 110 pesos/day.  Her coworker, however, became pregnant and was fired, so she is still living with Rosa and her daughter, but she only contributes ~400 pesos/month to the family, from income she receives providing childcare for another neighbor.  Rosa is back to selling goods, but she was able to get a border crosser card, so she can buy U.S. goods and sell them for slightly more in Piedras Negras.  Net, she now makes ~1000 pesos/month.  The family, then, is earning 4700 pesos/month.





Family #2: Todd Marshall, his wife, and their three kids live in Akron, Ohio.  Todd has worked in manufacturing his entire career, getting a job with an auto parts supplier right out of high school 25 years ago.  His wife, Brenda, works as a cafeteria attendant at one of the middle schools.  Their oldest daughter (19) is in community college, their middle daughter (16) is in high school, and their son (13) attends the same middle school.  Todd’s accumulated skill level and years of experience give him a solid income; he earned more than $62,000 last year, including overtime.  His union also ensures good health care for his family.  Todd is worried because his company has recently cut shifts, as the economic downturn has reduced demand for the parts they produce, but he is confident that his job will be secure.  He has lost all of his overtime this year, which has meant that the family had to cut back on the ‘extras’ they used to enjoy, including eating out and travel, but they still live well.


Week #1: Todd’s life just fell apart.  Yesterday at work, his company announced that it was closing down operations and resuming only a fraction of its activities in El Salvador.  The company explained that they just can’t compete in the international market, especially with reduced demand, without drastically lowering wages.  The union has negotiated job training and job search assistance for all workers, and Todd’s tenure with the company entitles him to two months’ severance pay.  He and Brenda are very concerned about how they’ll be able to keep the family going with such a terrible shock, but Brenda reassures Todd that he will be able to find another good job within two months.  They have not yet told their children.


Week #2: The story about Todd’s company closing hit the papers, and the children are very worried.  The Marshalls’ oldest daughter wants to know if she’ll be able to stay in college, and the middle daughter asks if college is still a possibility for her.  The Marshalls assure them that everything will be fine; Todd is participating in the job search process, and they are confident that he’ll find another job in manufacturing soon.


Week #6: More than a month has gone by since Todd lost his job, and he has not found any work.  Manufacturing employment in Northeast Ohio has shed more than 14,000 jobs since 2005, and the manufacturing sector (which is the only one for which Todd feels really qualified, anyway) comprises more than 15% of the local economy.  He is spending 40 hours every week at the job search center, filling out applications, taking computer classes to upgrade his skills, and attending workshops about finding employment and about making ends meet.  Brenda has begun to look for another job, also, to supplement her work at the school, but the retail sector, where her cashier experience would apply, is heavily depressed in the area, and she can’t find anything.


Week #9: Todd’s severance pay and health insurance just ran out, and the only job that he has been able to find is one doing maintenance work at the local hospital.  It’s a better job than the others that he was offered—in food service and transportation—because he’ll be eligible for health insurance after a month, but it only pays $13/hour, far less than what he used to make.  It is full-time, though, and, since the family can’t live on their savings forever, he takes it.  Now the family’s gross monthly income is $3040 (only slightly more than a third of what they used to make).  This gives them approximately $2700 each month to spend.  From this, their expenses are as follows (they are currently without any health insurance, because purchasing it through COBRA is too expensive):

	Mortgage Payment
	$950

	Utilities
	$250

	Car payments/insurance
	$700

	Food
	$700

	College expenses
	$300

	Other (fuel, clothing, other)
	$900

	
	$3800



The Marshalls have saved fairly well throughout Todd’s career—in addition to saving for some of the children’s college, they have saved $60,000 for their retirement (in addition to a pension that Todd will receive) and approximately $8,000 in ‘emergency’ savings.  They are now using approximately $1100 of that savings every month to make their budget work.

Week #13: Todd is now eligible for health insurance at work, which greatly relieves his stress but adds another $400 a month to their expenses.  Todd is depressed, though—he is anxious about the way that they are spending through their savings, even having cut back on things that they enjoyed, like giving to their church, cable TV, and clothing allowances for the kids.  He’s not sure what they’ll do in a few months when all of their emergency savings are gone.  He’s still attending weekly meetings with his union, and none of his former coworkers are faring much better—manufacturing jobs are hard to come by.  Todd is angry about the way that his company treated him, mad about the people in El Salvador who will be working for poverty wages at his old job, and scared for his kids’ future.

Week #17: The Marshalls’ savings are almost all gone—one of their cars needed expensive repairs, and they had to dip into a lot of their cash to pay for them.  Tuition at the community college is going up some next semester, but their oldest daughter found a part-time job on campus and will be able to pay for some of her school expenses now.  The devastating news came from Brenda’s school district; state budget cuts related to the economic crisis have required the elimination of the lunch attendant positions, in the middle of the year.  They will all be replaced by automated machines that will scan students’ benefit cards to deduct the cost of their purchases.  As a part-time employee, she is not eligible for any severance benefits.  Unable to immediately find another job, she applies for unemployment.  Now, the family’s monthly take-home income is $2500/month.  With very little left in savings, Todd and Brenda make the difficult decision to pull from their retirement savings, paying a steep penalty for doing so.


Week #21: Brenda is still on unemployment—while Ohio’s average benefits are higher than the national average, the unemployment rate is higher also, and there are few new jobs available for people like Brenda, with few skills.  Brenda has started providing childcare from her home, though, which adds an additional $350/month to the family income.  The family’s middle daughter has found some work, too, and now pays for all of her own school and personal expenses.  Todd’s job at the hospital seems pretty secure, but his boss has let everyone know that there will be no raises this year, given the strains on the hospital’s budget due to decreased state support and high rates of non-payment of bills.  Todd and Brenda put their house on the market last month, trying to reduce their monthly expenditures by finding a cheaper apartment, but, so far, they have been unable to sell the home.  The Marshalls get another shock when they receive the quarterly statement from Todd’s 401(k) in the mail; the combination of the heavy stock market losses, their withdrawals, and the penalties they paid have decimated their savings—they are left with fewer than $20,000.  At the rate at which they’re using the money, they will have exhausted all of their savings in about another 18 months.


Week #25: While the Marshalls, on the surface, are still doing okay—they are not in default on their mortgage, their kids are doing well in school, Todd has a steady job—they are struggling.  Todd has started to drink too much when he gets home from work; he’s tired from the work, depressed by his family’s limited options, despondent over how far they’ve fallen, anxious about what the next several years will bring, worried about how he’ll get his other two children through school.  Brenda is embarrassed that the family can no longer contribute to community causes, afford to socialize with their friends, or keep up with their neighbors.  The couple, whose marriage has always been strong, has started to argue more.  Their youngest son, who always enjoyed a very close relationship with his father, is distant and absent now.  They wonder how things got this bad.




Family #3: Maricel Santos is a 20-year-old woman living in Manila, the Philippines.  Bilingual in English and Tagalog, she is studying to be a nurse and working full-time in a clerical position for a multinational corporation.  Maricel earns 9,900 Philippine pesos/month (~$200).  She shares an apartment with a friend and contributes 4000 pesos/month in rent.  Her other expenses are:

	Electricity
	2000 pesos (her share)

	Water
	300 pesos (her share)

	Gas
	100 pesos

	Phone
	250 pesos (her share)

	Public Transportation
	300 pesos

	Food
	200 pesos

	School Expenses
	1800 pesos 

	Other Expenses
	400 pesos

	
	9350 pesos



Week #1: Maricel’s receives news that her father will need an operation.  The family cannot afford this surgery, and they are looking to Maricel, who has by far the best job, to help pay for it.  They ask her to send 3000 pesos immediately to pay for some of the tests he has already had.  Taking her savings from the past six months, Maricel sends the money.  In the meantime, her school announces a 200% hike in tuition for the upcoming term, which would increase Maricel’s school expenses to more than 5000 pesos/month, far more than she can afford.  Student demonstrations break out in response, but Maricel does not participate.


Week #2: In response to the student protests, the school reduces its increases, but Maricel’s school expenses will still be 2500 pesos/month now.  In addition, her father’s health is worsening, and her family needs her to send another 5000 pesos.  Maricel cuts out all of her expendable items, reducing her food and clothing expenditures.  She also finds another roommate and moves onto the floor of her bedroom, saving her 2000 pesos/month in rent and reducing her utility expenditures somewhat.  Still, she has to borrow 2000 pesos from a coworker to come up with the money to send to her family.  Now her expenses are:

	Rent
	2000 pesos (her share)

	Electricity
	1000 pesos (her share)

	Water
	200 pesos (her share)

	Gas
	100 pesos

	Phone
	250 pesos (her share)

	Public Transportation
	300 pesos

	Food
	150 pesos

	School Expenses
	2500 pesos 

	
	6500 pesos



Week #3: Maricel’s father had the operation, which was a success, but he cannot work at all right now, so her family needs 3000 pesos/month.  Maricel can absorb these increased costs, but she feels pressure to pay back her coworker, which she can’t do right now, so she drops a unit at school to come up with the money.  This sets her back in terms of graduation.


Week #7: Maricel’s sister has emigrated to Canada to work as a domestic worker and is now able to send some money to the Philippines to help her parents, which has lessened the strain on Maricel.  She has paid back her coworker in full and is able to start saving a little bit again.  She has another year until she finishes school.  Maricel’s boyfriend wants to get married and start a family—he points out that she is getting older, and he knows that she wants to be a mother.  Maricel tries to stall him, though—she knows that she can’t afford to have a child now, because she can’t do without her salary or afford childcare, and she does not have family now who can really help with that—her parents are caring for her sister’s two children while her sister is working in Canada.


Week #11: Maricel’s sister calls to tell her that Canada has a nursing shortage and that job for nurses there pay much more than in the Philippines.  Maricel has heard this before, in school, but her sister enthralls her with stories about how much easier life is in Canada.  Her sister has plans to bring her two children to Canada once she has worked for two years and obtained her citizenship.  As Maricel is considering the opportunities that might await her in Canada, she receives devastating news—the company she works for is cutting expenses in response to the global financial crisis, and half of the clerical staff will be laid off.  This includes Maricel.  Suddenly out of a job, she immediately starts looking for work, but unemployment in Manila is at greater than 15%, and she struggles to find a new job that pays anything close to what she used to make.  


Week #13: Maricel finds a job in light manufacturing, but she only makes 7000 pesos/month.  This is enough to meet her expenses, but her family needs more money—Maricel’s niece is in school now, so some of her sister’s earnings in Canada go towards those expenses, and her father is still unable to work.  To stretch her income further, Maricel finds a second job in retail, earning another 2000 pesos/month.  Exhausted from all of this work, her grades start to slip, and she seriously contemplates dropping out of school.  Her sister encourages her to continue, though, and promises to send more money to their parents.  Maricel’s boyfriend, angry that they never spend time together anymore, finds someone else.


Week #21: Maricel dropped out of school.  She couldn’t keep up with the class work, and she had the opportunity to pick up a few more hours at her second job.  Her income is now back to 11000 pesos/month, which, since she’s not paying for tuition anymore, allows her to meet her parents’ needs.  Meanwhile, Maricel’s sister is disenchanted with Canada.  Her employers have not followed through on the benefits they promised, including paid vacations and assistance with her education.  She is overworked and physically ill from exhaustion.  She is also lonely and isolated, unable to make friends or even have any time to herself, and she misses her children tremendously.  She tells Maricel to go back to school and to forget about migration, but Maricel is secretly saving her money to pay the migration fees.


Week #29: Maricel has applied for a visa, which will cost her, in total fees, approximately 140,000 pesos, much of which she will have to borrow from a local lender.  She is intent on earning enough money in Canada to pay for her school expenses so that she can continue her education as a nurse, in the Philippines, when she returns.  She still hopes to have a family someday, but she cannot continue as she is, living on the floor and working two jobs just to support her parents.



In each of the following scenarios, your group should consider:
1. What U.S. domestic policies (if any) contribute to the family’s challenges?
2. How are transnational corporations and the trade agreements and other structures in the global economy which oversee them implicated in the family’s difficulties?
3. How might a social worker respond to each family?
4. Is the family ‘poor’?  By what definition of ‘poverty’?
5. What other options might the family consider at this time? What factors contribute to their decision-making?
6. What are the consequences of these scenarios for individuals, the family unit, the community, their nation, and the globe?
7. What policy reforms would create better options for the family?
