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              On a chilly and rainy 
March morning, more than 300 
immigrants and allies from Kan-
sas City, Overland Park, and 
Olathe joined with hundreds 
more from Garden City, Ulysses, 
Dodge City, Liberal, Arkansas 
City,  Emporia,  Lawrence, 
Topeka, Wichita, Newton, Great 
Bend, and Hutchinson to march 
on the state capitol.  March 22, 
2005 was “Out of the Shadows” 
day, and immigrants united to 
celebrate the contributions of im-
migrants throughout the state’s 
history and to call for attention to 
community priorities.  Speakers, 
including several immigrants giv-
ing their testimonials,  addressed 
the day’s themes: education, health 
care, workers’ rights, and civil 
rights.  Immigrants were joined by 
clergy, representatives of organ-
ized labor, students from Bishop 
Ward high school, and other allies 
demonstrating their shared com-
mitment to social justice.  In the 
drizzling cold, the crowd of more 
than 800 waved banners and signs 
displaying the names of their cities 
and expressing their sentiments: 
“Immigrants are not terrorists”, 
“We drive safely”, “Every child 
deserves a dream”, “USA: Built by 
immigrant labor”, and “Anti-
immigrant racism: wrong then and 
wrong now!”  

             In addition to the rally, 
participants conducted visits with 
their legislators, expressing their 
concerns and asking for support of 
specific measures, including pro-
tection of the state’s workers’ com-
pensation system, a bill to prevent 
notario fraud (HB2485, passed 123-
0 by the House on March 22), and 
HB2372, to address the misclassifi-
cation of workers as inde-
pendent contractors.     Rally 
participants also expressed 
great concern about the im-
pending trial in the Federa-
tion for American Immigra-
tion Reform’s lawsuit against 
Kansas over HB2145, the in-
state tuition legislation 
passed last year (see page 3 
for more details).   
   Despite the cold, partici-
pants were enthusiastic and 

were inspired by the large 
crowd and the determined 
response.  Several media out-
lets covered the event posi-
tively, including The Kansas 
City Star, The Lawrence 
Journal-World, The Topeka 
Capital-Journal, The Kansas 
City Kansan, The Leaven, 
The Hutchinson News, The 
Garden City Telegram, The 
Wichita Eagle, and The 
Olathe Daily News.  We 
know that this is only the be-

ginning, though, of our efforts to 
make sure that every resident of 
Kansas has a fair chance at the 
American Dream.  We thank all 
who helped to make “Saliendo de 
las Sombras” a success, and we look 
forward to continued progress in 
pursuit of immigrants’ rights.  

 ¡Sí se puede! 

Immigrants Come Out of  the Shadows to Call for 
Equitable State Policies and Justice for All 

Students from Bishop Ward high school march to the capi-
tol, showing their Kansas City pride. 

Rally participants listen to the first speakers. 
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Individual Development Account Success in Kansas! 

   In 2005, El Centro, Inc. 
worked with other asset-
building advocates around 
Kansas to pass HB2222, legisla-
tion to establish an Individual 
Development Account pro-
gram for Kansas, to be funded 
through up to $500,000 in tax 
credits.  The program will be 
administered by nonprofit or-
ganizations around the state 
who submit requests for tax 
credit funding to the Depart-
ment of Commerce.  These or-
ganizations will “sell” the tax 
credits to potential IDA pro-
gram contributors, recruit and 
counsel IDA participants, pro-
vide financial education, and 
help low-income individuals 
succeed in their asset pur-
chases. 
   Through these programs, 
hundreds of low-income Kan-
sas families will invest in 
homeownership, microenter-
prise, major home repair, or 
postsecondary education by 
receiving a match for their own 
savings.  This will be a signifi-
cant increase in the availability 
of IDA programs around the 
state, and we are excited to 
witness the positive outcomes 
that will result.  We know that 
IDAs work; they reward fami-

lies’ own financial sacrifices 
and help low-income individu-
als to make long-term plans for 
economic security.  As dis-
cussed in the Senate and House 
committees, IDAs are consis-
tent with Kansas’ economic de-
velopment strategies and will 
complement other efforts to 
promote homeownership, en-
trepreneurialism, and higher 
education.  We are excited 
about the Kansas Legislature’s 
support for HB2222. 
   The legislative history of 
HB2222, a bill of the House 
Taxation Committee, demon-
strates how a compelling idea 
and strong bipartisan leader-
ship can result in successful 
policymaking.  HB2222 was 
strongly led by Representative 
Ed O’Malley (R-Roeland Park) 
who is an articulate advocate 
for asset-based poverty-
fighting policy.  It passed the 
House 115-1 on March 7, 2005.  
It was heard in the Senate As-
sessment and Taxation Com-
mittee on March 15, 2005 be-
fore making its way to the full 
Senate floor.  On March 25, 
2005, the Senate voted 39-0 to 
approve the House-amended 
version of HB2222, thus send-
ing it to Governor Sebelius for 

her signature.  She signed 
HB2222 on April 8, 2005.         
   Along the way, the MOKAN-
Save Coalition and members, 
including Emporia Community 
Housing Organization, the 
Family Conservancy, the Kan-
sas Association of Community 
Action Programs, and others, 
lobbied legislators with their 
testimonials about how IDAs 
impact families and communi-
ties.  February 9, 2005, was IDA 
Advocacy Day at the capitol, 
and anti-poverty advocates 
had an opportunity to talk 
about IDAs with their elected 
officials.  Three IDA partici-
pants from The Family Conser-
vancy’s programs provided es-
pecially moving testimony in 
the House and Senate and in-
spired the committee members 
with their stories of personal 
triumph.     HB2222 was also 
supported by the Kansas 
Catholic Conference, United 
Community Services of John-
son County, and asset-building 
researchers at the University of 
Kansas. 
   El Centro, Inc. has new ideas 
for how to take asset-building 
policy further in Kansas, in-
cluding children’s savings ac-
counts, matches within the 
state’s 529 Learning Quest pro-
gram, and a state housing trust 
fund.  As we look forward to 
these efforts, we celebrate the 
passage of Kansas’ Individual 
Development Account pro-
gram! 

Page 2  La Lucha El Centro’s Advocacy Update May 2005            Volume 3, Issue 2 

• To join the MOKANSave Coalition or find out about developing IDA programs in 
your community, contact Tiffany Jarvis at 785-234-0878.   

• Please consider making a financial contribution to an IDA program in Kansas—
you’ll now be eligible for a 50% tax credit on your donation!  Contact MOKANSave 
(see above) for contact information for participating programs. 
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result of HB2145 and or-
ganizations composed of 
members similarly situated 
filed a request to intervene 
in the case.  The request to 
intervene was granted, al-
though the immigrant stu-
dents involved (one had to 
drop out because he ob-
tained his Lawful Perma-
nent Residence, thus mak-
ing him eligible for instate 
tuition without HB2145 
and negating his standing 
in the case) were not 

granted anonymous status as 
they had requested.  The inter-
vening case, and the motion 
they filed to dismiss the lawsuit, 
went ahead without those stu-
dents, then, and a trial date of 
April 25, 2005 was set in federal 
court in Topeka.  The week be-
fore, though, Kris Kobach re-
quested a continuance to per-
form further discovery in his ef-
fort to uncover evidence that 
HB2145 is in some way discrimi-
nating against U.S. citizens.  
Judge Rogers granted that re-
quest, and the trial was post-
poned until Tuesday, May 
10th.  At the time of this pub-
lication, to help community 
leaders stay informed about 
the developments in this 
case, El Centro is planning a 
fundraiser and briefing with 
attorney Peter Roos at Sum-
ner Academy on the evening 
of May 10, 2005.  It will fea-
ture immigrant students dis-
cussing their post-secondary 
education plans, a welcome 
by newly-elected Mayor Joe 
Reardon, and an opportunity 

to meet and talk with others com-
mitted to equitable educational op-
portunities for all Kansas students.  
As the Kansas Supreme Court will 
consider the state’s school funding 
formula for K-12 education on 
Wednesday, May 11th, Peter Roos 
will address some of his work in 
this arena as well.  If you are inter-
ested in attending, please RSVP to 
Melinda Lewis. 
   Surrounding these happenings in 
Kansas is the national context of 
growing support for immigrant 
students’ equitable access to higher 
education.  New Mexico passed a 
bill similar to HB2145 in March 
2005, and bills are progressing in 
Arkansas, Oregon, North Carolina, 
Florida, and Massachusetts, among 
others.  Work continues on the 
DREAM Act in Congress.  Look for 
reintroduction of this important 
legislation in late May-early June 
2005, and please encourage your 
Senators to cosponsor this critical 
bill.  We are hopeful that the next 
few years will see these remaining 
barriers torn away as immigrant 
students successfully blaze a trail 
of opportunity for their futures. 

   Shortly after celebrating the 
passage of HB2145 last May, im-
migrant students, educators, 
and other advocates of equitable 
educational opportunities were 
confronted with the Federation 
for American Immigration Re-
form’s (FAIR) threat and subse-
quent filing of a lawsuit chal-
lenging Kansas’ legislation.  The 
filing of the lawsuit generated 
much publicity, especially be-
cause FAIR’s lead attorney on 
the suit is then-Congressional 
candidate Kris Kobach, who an-
nounced the filing shortly before 
the August primary election. 
   While El Centro, Inc. and oth-
ers who worked on HB2145 
have always believed that the 
legislation will withstand fed-
eral court scrutiny, we have 
been frustrated with the distrac-
tion, anxiety, and fear this has 
caused, not just within the im-
migrant community, but, 
equally importantly, within in-
stitutions of higher education. 
   In the spring of 2005, attorneys 
representing students who re-
ceived instate tuition status as a 
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What YOU can do: 
· Make a financial contribution to support media 
work and ongoing costs related to the defense of 
HB2145 
·  Thank Governor Sebelius for her support of this 
legislation and her defense of the law, and ask for 
her continued commitment in the face of this anti-
immigrant attack 
·  Write a letter to the editor expressing your support 
for equitable educational opportunities in Kansas 
·  Consider establishing a scholarship for students 
not eligible for federal financial assistance  

UnFAIR Attack on Kansas Kids 

Immigrant students rally on behalf of equal educational 
opportunities for all Kansas students. 
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verse voices into the democratic 
process, we continually look for 
new partners and new opportuni-
ties to seek justice, create oppor-
tunity, and make change.  This 
update summarizes recent legisla-
tive action on key priorities and 
makes recommendations for how 
you can make your voice heard.   
If you have questions about any 
of these issues, are willing to vol-
unteer, or would like to make a 
financial or in-kind contribution 

El Centro, Inc. faces ever-increasing 
challenges in our policy and advo-
cacy work as we struggle to make 
progress in a climate of heightened 
anti-immigrant sentiment, tight fis-
cal limitations, and a polarized po-
litical environment.  We need to 
work harder, and smarter, every day 
in order to continue to move for-
ward, and we need your help to 
make that possible.   

As we continue to work to bring di-

to El Centro’s advocacy work, 
please contact Melinda Lewis at 
9 1 3 . 6 7 7 . 0 1 0 0  x . 1 1 9  o r 
mlewis@elcentroinc.com.  We can 
use all varieties of skills and inter-
est levels, including clerical help, 
letter-writing, people to search 
papers for media coverage, etc…  
We will find a place where you 
can make a difference!   Thank 
you! 

 
YOU—Partner in El Centro’s Advocacy Work 

650 Minnesota Ave.  
Kansas City, KS  66101 
Contact:   Melinda Lewis 
Mlewis@ElCentroInc.com  
(913) 677-0100, ext. 119 

W E ’ RE  ON  T HE  WEB .    
V I SIT  WWW .ELC E NTRO I NC . CO M  

   Many of you have probably sorted through dozens of 
email and fax alerts about Congressional activity this 
spring.  Efforts to drastically cut Medicaid and Food 
Stamp programs, the discussion of Social Security reform, 
the REAL ID Act which would add draconian new 
driver’s license and asylum laws for non-citizens, pro-
posed changes to the Earned Income Tax Credit, reau-
thorization of the Workforce Investment Act and Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Families, reductions in the 
Community Development Block Grant program, and 
other important developments on Capitol Hill have kept 
advocates around the country scrambling to connect with 
our Congressional delegations.  We have celebrated some 
victories, particularly in Medicaid, but continue to work 
against the most troubling pieces of legislation. 
   While the quantity of alerts may seem overwhelming, 
take heart in knowing that your phone calls and emails 
DO matter!  Congressional offices report that they still do 
not receive that many contacts on any one issue and that 
they DO listen to what constituents have to say.  Thank 
you for staying on top of all of these changes.  If you have 
any questions about developments in Washington, please 
call Melinda Lewis at 913-677-0100 x.119.  And thank you 
for opening those emails! 

What’s Happening in  
Washington? 

Father Pat Murphy 
calls on rally partici-
pants to stand up for 
the future by pro-
tecting immigrant 
children during the 
“Out of the Shad-
ows” rally on March 
22, 2005. 
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