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   In both Kansas and Missouri, 
the initial weeks of the 2007 legis-
lative session saw significant ac-
tivity around policies that impact 
immigrants.  The rhetoric started, 
actually, before the sessions, with 
legislators and anti-immigrant 
organizations (like the Minute-
men, who have recently started 
chapters in several communities 
in Kansas and Missouri) making 
plans for English-only, public 
benefit restriction, denial of access 
to higher education, employer 
sanctions, voter identification, 
and driver’s license bills.   
   To date, Missouri has more than 
12 anti-immigrant bills (including 
a wide-sweeping measure that 
incorporates several ant i-
immigrant strategies), and Kansas 
more than 7.  More are expected, 
as well as  anti-immigrant amend-
ments to various legislation.  In 
addition, Kansas committees held 
several days of hearings to edu-

cate legislators about the com-
plexity of the federal immigration 
process and to explore other 
states’ strategies for dealing with 
new immigrant populations.  Ad-
vocates, including El Centro, held 
a briefing for Missouri legislators 
on January 22 that included 
myths and facts about immigrants 
and suggested policy directions. 
   For the first time, immigrants 
and allies in Kansas and Missouri 
partnered on a bi-state legislative 
day Tuesday, January 23, 2007.  

After a briefing at the Guadalupe 
Centers, advocates traveled to Jef-
ferson City and Topeka to visit 
with their legislators directly 
about issues facing immigrant 
communities.  Between the two 
states, more than 200 people con-
ducted more than 50 legislative 
visits.  Additionally, advocates 
who were not able to travel to the 
capitals are planning in-district 
meetings with their senators and 
representatives to voice their con-
cerns.  Participants were enthusi-
astic about the opportunity to im-
pact the legislative process and 
look forward to additional lobby-
ing as the session continues. 
   El Centro, Inc. is working 
closely with  a wide range of or-
ganizations, including industry 
groups, disability advocates, the 
League of Women Voters, law en-
forcement, postsecondary institu-
tions, faith groups, and organized 
labor as we work to defeat anti-

immigrant initia-
tives in both 
states and to ad-
vance a vision of 
inclusion that 
will make our 
two great states 
even greater! 

Kansas and Missouri Deal with Anti-Immigrant 
Legislative  Attacks 

• To learn more about legislation affecting immigrants in Kansas and Missouri, contact Melinda 
Lewis at 913-677-0100 x.212 or mlewis@elcentroinc.com.   

• Individual bills can be tracked at: www.kslegislature.org (KS) or www.moga.state.mo.us (MO), 
where contact information for your senators and representatives is also located.   

• If you would like to travel to your state capital to lobby on these issues, contact Melinda to assist 
you in scheduling visits and preparing materials! 

• Please consider writing a letter to the editor about immigrant issues in your state—there is much 
misinformation circulating about these proposals, and community education is essential. 

Advocates from Lawrence celebrate after 
a successful Lobby Day! 
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Kansas City Hosts National DREAM Act Summit 
   On January 8-9, El Centro, Inc. 
worked with the National Im-
migration Law Center, the Cen-
ter for Community Change, the 
National Council of La Raza, 
and other organizations to host 
a national DREAM Act Summit 
for immigrant youth and allies.  
Participants traveled from 
around the country for this im-
portant meeting to map out a 
strategy to win passage of stu-
dent adjustment legislation in 
this Congress. 
   As the local hosts, El Centro 
staff and immigrant student 
leaders played an important 
role in shaping the agenda of 
the Summit, inviting partici-
pants, and coordinating the lo-
gistics.  Participants from Illi-
nois, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Georgia, Tennessee, Oregon, 
Utah, New York, Colorado, 
California, New Mexico, Texas, 
Nebraska, Florida, Nevada, 
Minnesota, and Washington, 
DC joined youth and advocates 
from Kansas and Missouri for 
the Summit’s two intense days. 
   Josh Bernstein, NILC national 
policy director, provided a de-
tailed analysis of Congressional 
targets for the 110th session, 
including new Democrats who 

are likely to support DREAM if 
approached by youth in their 
districts.  Summit participants 
organized an ambitious calen-
dar of events for 2007, with vis-
its to Congressional targets be-
ginning in February, a national 
Lobby Day in June, coordinated 
postcard drives and a national 
day of action in September, and 
new communication strategies 
to explain the DREAM Act to 
the American public.  One of El 
Centro, Inc.’s DREAM youth 
leaders, Cindy Perez, was cho-
sen for the national steering 
committee for the DREAM cam-
paign and will work with youth 
and advocates from around the 
country to continue to develop 
and implement a strategy for 
success.  “I am so excited about 
the DREAM Act now.  Bringing 
people together in person so 
that we could share our experi-
ences and make plans for this 
year made a huge difference—
we are all ready to work hard 
together and truly believe that 
this can be the year that the 
DREAM Act passes,” Cindy 
stated. 
   El Centro, Inc.’s immigrant 
youth also shared their experi-
ences in working for instate tui-

tion in Kansas with advocates 
from several of the states with 
active campaigns for similar 
laws and talked with the Texas 
advocates about their successful 
work for state-funded financial 
aid for immigrant students 
there.  Student volunteers from 
the Latinos of Tomorrow group 
in Kansas City, Missouri also 
helped with the Summit and 
built relationships with Mis-
souri student Marie Gonzalez, 
whose became a poster child for 
the DREAM Act when her par-
ents were deported in summer 
2005.  Together, they plan to 
reach out to other Missouri 
groups to build a stronger net-
work for immigrant student 
support in that state. 
   One of the concrete plans to 
emerge from the Summit was 
the need to bring immigrant 
youth to Washington, DC to 
directly share their stories with 
members of Congress.  El 
Centro, Inc. will conduct sev-
eral fundraising events in 
spring and summer 2007 to 
support this effort and other 
DREAM work.  Among the 
plans crafted by DREAM lead-
ers are a garage sale in early 
June 2007 and a DREAM Din-
ner and Youth Talent Show 
event!  Stay tuned for additional 
details and ways that you can 
help to make 2007 the year that 
DREAMS come true! 
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To support the DREAM Act 
• Ask your member of Congress to support the DREAM Act or, if already a 

committed sponsor, to write a ‘Dear Colleague’ letter to urge others to cosponsor 
• Sign up for the listserv at kansasinstatetuition@yahoogroups.com 
• Sponsor a student for the 2007 DREAM Lobby Day ($150 for a complete 

sponsorship, or $25 for a share)—contact Melinda Lewis at 913-677-0100 x.212 
or mlewis@elcentroinc.com 
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A New Congress Brings New Hope for Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform  

   The change of control in Congress 
brings significant changes to many 
issues as new committee leaders 
begin work on their priorities in 
these first few months of 2007.  One 
of the areas that has been fre-
quently mentioned both as a poten-
tial sticking point for the new De-
mocratic leadership and as an op-
portunity for real bipartisan coop-
eration is immigration reform.   
House Republicans were the great-
est obstacle to meaningful reform 
last year, chiefly because of their 
intense opposition to a path to citi-
zenship for immigrant workers and 
family reunification.  Now that the 
House is under Democratic control, 
there is optimism about the pros-
pects for reform. 
   Serious obstacles to pro-
immigrant reforms remain, how-
ever.  These include the looming 
2008 Presidential elections (which 
make it less likely that a Democ-
ratic Congress will pass legislation 
that could be credited to the Bush 
Administration’s domestic agenda), 
the harsh stances of some incoming 
House Democrats (who ran on 
strong enforcement platforms, in 
some cases, to the ‘right’ of their 
Republican opponents), a crowded 
agenda that leaves little time for 
consideration of immigration, and 
the possible fracture of what has 
been, until now, a strong coalition 
of business, labor, civil rights, and 
immigrant groups. 
   The best intelligence at this point 
suggests that the Senate will take 
up immigration reform before the 
House, likely sometime in March, 
with the House following in late 

spring or early summer.  If the two 
chambers can each pass legislation 
with a path to citizenship, family 
reunification, work visa reform, 
and enforcement that is both 
workable and humane, then a con-
ference committee could be ex-
pected in late summer and a bill 
signed sometime in Fall 2007.  This 
timeline is important because most 
experts agree that the so-called 
‘window of opportunity’ for com-
prehensive reform closes in ap-
proximately October 2007, when 
the Presidential elections will po-
larize Washington, DC to such a 
degree as to make progress on such 
contentious and complex legisla-
tion nearly impossible. 

   In order to influence Congress in 
these key months, then, El Centro 
and organizations around the 
country will undertake a variety of 
actions designed to achieve the fol-
lowing goals: 
1. Build relationships with new 

members of Congress and pres-
sure the Democratic leadership 
to make CIR a priority 

2. Shore up Republican members, 
whose support for CIR will be 
critical this year, given the loss 
of some pro-immigrant Repub-
licans in the November 7, 2006 
election and the razor-thin mar-
gin in the Senate, in particular 

3. Educate the public about immi-
gration reform and the benefits 
for the entire nation of enacting 
a commonsense, pro-immigrant 
policy 

4. Marginalize anti-immigrant or-
ganizations seeking to infuse 
the debate with their extremist 
ideology 

5. Strengthen immigrant leader-
ship and grassroots participa-
tion, including naturalization 
and voter engagement leading 
up to the 2008 elections. 

To support the campaign for comprehensive immigration reform: 
• Contact your member of Congress, urging him/her to support CIR in the 

early months of this new Congress Washington, DC 
• Send a Valentine’s card to your member of Congress, encouraging him/

her to “Have a Heart for Immigrants” this February 14, 2007! 
• Contact El Centro about upcoming events to find out how you can help: 

913-677-0100 x.212 
• Write a letter to the editor urging Congress not to delay in enacting the 

reforms desired by so many Americans 

A young advocate for CIR participates in a 
rally last March. 
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verse voices into the democratic 
process, we continually look for 
new partners and new opportuni-
ties to seek justice, create oppor-
tunity, and make change.  This 
update summarizes recent legisla-
tive action on key priorities and 
makes recommendations for how 
you can make your voice heard.   
If you have questions about any 
of these issues, are willing to vol-
unteer, or would like to make a 
financial or in-kind contribution 

El Centro, Inc. faces ever-increasing 
challenges in our policy and advo-
cacy work as we struggle to make 
progress in a climate of heightened 
anti-immigrant sentiment, tight fis-
cal limitations, and a polarized po-
litical environment.  We need to 
work harder, and smarter, every day 
in order to continue to move for-
ward, and we need your help to 
make that possible.   

As we continue to work to bring di-

to El Centro’s advocacy work, 
please contact Melinda Lewis at 
9 1 3 . 6 7 7 . 0 1 0 0  x . 2 1 2  o r 
mlewis@elcentroinc.com.  We can 
use all varieties of skills and inter-
est levels, including clerical help, 
letter-writing, people to search 
papers for media coverage, etc…  
We will find a place where you 
can make a difference!   Thank 
you! 

YOU—Partner in El Centro’s Advocacy Work 

650 Minnesota Ave.  
Kansas City, KS  66101 
Contact:   Melinda Lewis 
Mlewis@ElCentroInc.com  
(913) 677-0100, ext. 212 

W E ’ RE  ON  T HE  WEB .    
V I SIT  WWW .ELC E NTRO I NC . CO M  

   El Centro, Inc’s second annual Baile por la Jus-
ticia, held Friday, December 1, 2006, was a tre-
mendous success, despite back-to-back ice and 
snow storms in the days preceding the event.  
More than 625 people attended the Dance for Jus-
tice and enjoyed music from DJ Garrote Mix, La 
Sombra de la Sierra, Tropical Azul, and Traicion-
eros Musical.  The Baile raised more than $16,000 
to support El Centro’s work in the campaign for 
comprehensive immigration reform!  El Centro is 
especially grateful to all of our sponsors whose 
generous contributions helped to raise awareness 
and the funds necessary to sustain this crucial 
work in 2007.  To obtain a copy of the program 
booklet from this year’s Baile or to volunteer to 
help with plans for next year’s event (Save the 
Date—Friday, November 30, 2007!), please contact 
Melinda Lewis at mlewis@elcentroinc.com.   

Successful Second Annual Baile 
por la Justicia! 

The MO-KAN Coalition Against Racism, Anti-Semitism, and Bigotry (CARAB) held a press conference on Tuesday, 
January 30, 2007 at the Service Employees International Union (SEIU Local 1) to announce the formation of a commu-
nity effort to oppose the activities of the Minuteman Civil Defense Corps, an anti-immigrant vigilante organization, in 
the Kansas City area.  Representatives of civil rights, faith-based, and community organizations helped to collect more 
than 700 signatures to a petition denouncing the Minutemen and participated in the press event.  Future activities for 
this group include the formation of a speakers’ bureau to share information about organized anti-immigrant groups, 
public meetings in communities around Kansas and Missouri, and publication of a report detailing the scope and nature 
of organized bigotry in the area.  To sign the petition, visit www.newcomm.org/carab.   

Local Organizations Speak Out Against 
Anti-Immigrant Vigilantes in Our  

Communities 
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