
You will hear today from many far more expert than I in issues of education, and their 
testimony is central to this hearing, for HB2615 is, at its core, an anti-education 
measure.  I will confine my comments, then, to addressing some of the misinformation 
about this issue and to providing some brief context about what I do know very well—
the talents and aspirations of the very bright, hard-working students whose dreams 
would be crushed with the passage of HB2615. 
 
You have heard that the statute at issue is contrary to federal law.  As a social worker, I 
certainly do not wish to debate legal theory.  The best measure, ultimately, of whether a 
state law violates a federal law is a test of such law in our federal courts.  Kansas had to 
endure such a test over the year following passage of HB2145, and we have our 
answer now.  The federal judge completely sided with the state in the suit, rejecting all 
of the plaintiffs’ arguments.   
 
There has been some allegation that perhaps Kansas legislators did not fully 
understand the measure for which they voted in 2003 and 2004.  I certainly believe that 
to be an underestimation of the seriousness with which legislators regard their public 
duty.  There were five public hearings on HB2145, two Senate votes, and three votes in 
the House over two years.  There were certainly ample opportunities for elected officials 
to fully comprehend the nature of this particular issue. 
 
You have heard that these students will be forever crippled by their immigration status 
and unable to pursue the U.S. citizenship that we so value and for which they so long.  
While I won’t deny that the path ahead of them is long and arduous, most of these 
students have, in fact, already begun along it, and a few have actually achieved the 
permanent residency that places them securely on the route to full citizenship.  The law 
requires that these students be committed to applying for citizenship or already in that 
process, and this is not a requirement that they take lightly.   
 
Finally, there are claims that HB2615 reflects the ‘will of the people.’  There are a few 
responses to this.  First, it is certainly incorrect to characterize public sentiment on the 
issue of immigrant students’ access to education as one-sided.  The organizations here 
to testify in opposition today, and the thousands of Kansans they represent, are 
evidence that there is considerable support for what many consider to be a reasonable 
and basically fair policy, in the best interests of the state.   
 
But finally, and most importantly, we must recognize that much of what is labeled public 
sentiment about these children and their right to an education is actually frustration with 
our nation’s immigration laws and their truly chaotic state, a frustration that probably 
none of us, including the immigrant students impacted by Kansas’ policy, would take 
issue with.  We absolutely need to be working with Congress to address the 
fundamental problems in our immigration laws.  Acknowledging all of these problems, 
though, is in no way incompatible with forging an educational policy that prepares us to 
compete in the 21st Century economy and capitalizes on the talent graduating from our 
high schools each year. 
 



Rather than buy into anti-immigrant rhetoric, we must be prepared to respond with real 
solutions that remember that we’re talking about children who do consider this state 
their home and that, rather than a threat, they hold tremendous promise to make this 
great state greater.  We must show leadership in forging policy that makes sense and in 
disseminating accurate information about this law’s provisions and the children it most 
directly affects. 
 
I don’t claim to know all of the immigrant students who are among the 221 students 
enrolled at instate rates under the statute that Rep. Hutchins’ bill seeks to repeal, but 
many of them have crossed my path at some point during their quest for a higher 
education.  I wish that you could meet them all.  They come from different parts of 
Kansas and have different dreams, but they have a lot in common.  They long to 
become citizens.  They work hard towards a career.  They don’t ask for a free ride, and 
the law doesn’t give them one.  They love their schools.  And they’re even excited about 
becoming taxpayers! 
 
Immigration and, in particular, undocumented immigration, are admittedly controversial 
and complicated forces shaping the future of our state, our communities, and our nation.  
These students, and their desire for an education, are neither complicated nor 
controversial.  I hope that you will oppose HB2615, allow these kids to continue their 
investment in themselves and this, their state. 


