
Related to Lawsuit/Claims that Statute Violates Federal Law 
1. “I’m confused.  You say that this statute should be repealed because it violates federal 

law, but wasn’t the lawsuit alleging that rejected on all counts and completely dismissed 
from federal court this summer?” 

2. (he’ll say it was on a ‘technicality’) “I have the decision right here.  It basically rejects all of 
the plaintiffs’ arguments and says that there is no case, in large part because the out-of-
state plaintiffs have not shown any harm as a result of Kansas’ statute.  How is that a 
technicality?” 

3. “Aren’t you working with the Federation for American Immigration Reform, the nation’s 
largest anti-immigrant organization, on the lawsuit against the state of Kansas over this 
policy?  I’ve read some pretty disturbing things about their connections to racist groups.  
You’re not concerned about being affiliated with such an organization?” 

 
Related to Other States’ Actions 

1. (if he raises that Utah is also considering a repeal of its instate tuition measure) “Are the 
other states: New Mexico, California, Texas, Washington, Illinois, Oklahoma, and New 
York looking to change their policies?” 

2. “I’m pretty sure I read that you (Kobach) were in Utah advocating repeal of their instate 
tuition bill as well.  And that you are suing California over this law.  It seems, then, that 
you’re not as much interested in Kansas as you are in going after immigrants around the 
country.”  (a couple of ways to go here—just ending that with a question, or “who pays for 
all of those expenses?”)  

 
Related to Fiscal Impact/Other Allegations 

1. “You say that Kansas is losing money because these students are now eligible for instate 
tuition.  Given that there has been much evidence that they were not enrolled at all 
before, it seems that their tuition payments represent, at the least, new infusions of 
money into our higher education system.  Under your logic, however, you seem to 
suggest that Kansas would be better off financially if fewer and fewer Kansas students 
enrolled in college, because then we wouldn’t have to subsidize their education?” 

2. “Reading back on your many interviews and speeches on this topic, it seems that your 
claims about the policy’s negative impacts on Kansas have all proved unfounded—that 
citizen students would be displaced from our schools, that we’d be overwhelmed with 
thousands of immigrant students in our colleges, and, of course, that we’d have huge 
liability because of the lawsuit.  How were all of your predictions so wrong?  And hasn’t 
seeing the truth made you reconsider your opposition?” 

 
Related to Illegal Immigration/Immigration Policy 

1. “You claim that there is no way for these students to ever become U.S. citizens.  
However, there was evidence presented in the lawsuit trial about a student who received 
his Lawful Permanent Residency midway through his first semester, and I have spoken 
with many families whose paperwork is already in process.  Is it really true that anyone 
who has, at any time, been out of status in the U.S. is forever unable to pursue 
citizenship?”  

2. “Many elected officials who support comprehensive changes to our immigration policies 
also support measures to help undocumented immigrant students.  An example is 
Senator Brownback, who is a cosponsor of a major immigration reform bill in the Senate 
and has been a strong supporter of the DREAM Act.  How is it that state actions to 
address barriers to higher education are somehow incompatible with support for bigger 
changes in our immigration laws?” 


